Post-Apostolic Age II

I.
DEVELOPMENT OF CATHOLIC THEOLOGY


A.
Worship:



(1)   Houses of worship commonly being erected.



(2)   Celebration of Sunday as Lord’s day was general



(3)   Christian holy days were developed. 


(a)   Easter (unsettled on date).



(b)   Pentecost


(c)   Epiphany--festival of birth and circumcision of Jesus



(d)   Feast of Eucharist (Thank offering to God).



(4)   Baptism.  The earliest mention of infant baptism was by Tertullian(AD 200) and it was NOT favorable.



(5)  Christian burial (Had own burial ground). 


B.
Theology



(1)   Reason—Needed as a fortification against heresy.



(2)   Basic question:  What constitutes the basic rule of 

Christian knowledge:  Answer:  Holy Scripture.



(a)    Old Testament canon from the Jews.  


Problem LXX had Apocrypha.

(b) New Testament:  Some books in question:  Hebrews, Revelation, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, James, Jude.  First New Testament canon mentioned by Athanasius of Alexandria in 367 and codified as it is now came from African Synod.




(i)    Hippo in 393.




(ii)   Council of Carthage in 397.



(3)  Oral rule of faith:  A doctrinal summary from 


which grew the Apostles’ Creed. 


C.
Theology of the Church Fathers.



(1)    God—creator, one, eternal, almighty, omnipresent.



(2)    Creation—ex nihilo.



(3)    Man—created in God’s image.




(a)    Traducianism—Soul and body derived from 


parents. 

(b)    Creationism—Soul created by God, corrupted by contact with the body.  



(d)   Christ—Deity and humanity.




(e)    Holy Spirit—Subordinate to Father and Son 


(undeveloped)




(f)    Trinity—(undeveloped).




(g)    Redemption—(enjoyed rather than debated).



(h)    Resurrection—Unswervingly believed.


     
(i)     Millennium—Pre-millennial view. 


D.
The Rise and Development of Catholic Philosophy



(1)        Five steps in the rise of the Papacy




(a)   Apostolic organization of the 1st Century 

(b)   Ancient Catholic Episcopal System—Local bishops




(c)   Metropolitan system—Archbishopry.




(d)   Patriarchal system—five patriarchs:  Rome, 


Alexandria, Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem 


(Honorary)

(e)  Roman Primacy—Roman patriarchate supreme in West. 



(2)       Development of Church Polity.




(a)   New distinction between clergy and laity..  .
(b)   A fixed sacerdotal (rule by priests) view of the clergy.  

(c)   Many new intermediate church offices instituted.




(d)   Rise of the episcopacy as over against the 


presbytery.




(e)   Opening chapters of the Roman primacy




(f)   A new emphasis upon catholicity. 


E. 
Reasons for Rome’s primacy



(1)
Residence of Peter and Paul in Rome.



(2)
Antiquity of Roman See.



(3)
Executive wisdom of many Roman bishops.



(4)
Firmness under persecution.



(5)
Philanthropy of Roman See.



(6)
Movement of capital of Roman empire to East.


F.
Distinction between Primacy and Supremacy.



(1)
Honor but not control.

(2)
First among equals: prestige, not supreme in function.  Literary testimony to Roman primacy:  Clement of Rome, 
Ignatius of Antioch, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Tertullian, Cyprian. 

II.
Christological Controversies (ante-Nicean)


A.
The Logos of God and the Man Jesus one and the same



(1)
Paul:  Colossians 1:15-19; 2:9; Philippians 2:5-11; 


1 Timothy 3:16



(2)
John:  John 1:1-5, 14; 1 John 1:1-4


B.
The Unity of the Godhead 
(1)
Paul of Samosota (Unitarianism


(2)
Sabellius (Monarchic Modalism—The Local 


Church) 

C.
The Trinity of the Godhead 



(1)
Origen (AD 185) 


(2)
Two Streams of






(a)
The eternal generation of the Son 


(b)
Dionysius– anti-Sabellian:  The Son is of “similar substance (homoiousion)” as the Father Arius v. Athanasius– Council of Nicea (AD 325) the argument over a Greek letter homoiousion v. homoousion “of similar substance” v. “of same substance”

Nicene Creed (AD 325)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, only-begotten of the Father, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance (homoousion) with the Father; by whom all things were made, those things that are in heaven and those things that are on earth; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; he suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

And in the Holy Spirit.
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